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SUBJECT: CONSTITUTION ALTERED TO LEGALIZE THE COMMUNIST PARTY 

1 . ARTICLE 98 OF THE COSTA RICAN CONSTITUTION 

REPEALED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ON MAY 19. THE REPEAL 
WAS VOTED OVERWHELMINGLY (47-4) IN THE THIRD DEBATE. THE 
BILL, WHICH HAS THE EEFECT OF LEGALIZING THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY, HAD PASSED THREE DEBATES IN THE PREVIOUS ORDINARY 
SESSION, THUS FULFILLING THE LEGAL REQUIREMENT FOR AMENDING 
THE CONSTITUTION. PRESIDENTIAL SIGNATURE ON THE AMENDMENT 
IS EXPECTED SHORTLY. 

2. COMMENT: THE REPEAL CAME AS NO SURPRISE AS ARTICLE 98 
HAS LONG BEEN CONSIDERED ANACHRONISTIC. IN PRACTICAL TERMS, 
ARTICLE 98 ONLY PROHIBITED THE PARTIDO VANGUARDIA POPULAR 
(PVP), THE TRADITIONAL COSTA RICAN COMMUNIST PARTY, FROM 
PARTICIPATING IN THE NATIONAL ELECTIONS ON THE PREMISE THAT 
AS CONSTITUTED IT WAS A POLITICAL PARTY WITH "IDEOLOGICAL 
PROGRAMS - - - (WHICH) TEND TO DESTROY THE BASES OE 
DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATION OE COSTA RICA." TO GET AROUND 
ARTICLE 98, THE PVP HAD SIMPLY CREATED A FRONT ORGANIZATION 
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ACCION SOCIALISTA (PASO). REFORM OF THE CONSTITUTION 
SIMPLY MEANS THE CHARADE HAS ENDED. 

TODMAN 
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